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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WELLS 

■AN1IUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DEC. 1969 
TSl:  *£  2S  (Residence) 

37  Chamberlain  Street, 
WELLS o  Somerset. 

BA5  2PQ. 

4th  September  1970<= 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wells  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Rural  District  for  19^9,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  l/70  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security . 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  number  of  live  births 
but  the  birth  rate  remained  below  the  national  average.  However,  there  was  a 
substantial  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths,  and  general  and  infant  mortality 
rates  were  better  than  national  equivalents.  Causes  of  mortality  remained  in 
much  the  same  order,  though  there  was  a  rise  in  deaths  from  accidents  and  from 
suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries. 

As  regards  disease,  much  work  was  entailed  for  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  myself  over  the  sharp  outbreak  of  infective  jaundice  in  a  village 
in  the  south  of  the  District,  as  detailed  in  the  Report,  and  illustrates  the 
need  for  prompt  notification  of  this  potentially  serious  illness  and  the  value 
of  gammaglobulin  inoculations  in  limiting  its  spread. 

Thanks  to  the  wise  practice  of  the  Council  over  the  years  in  offering 
influenza  vaccinations  annually  to  its  office  staff  and  other  workers,  these 
were  well  prepared  for  Hong  Kong  ’Flu  when  it  arrived  in  an  abortive  form  in 
ear  13^  19^9  and  then  in  great  strength  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Supplies  of 
the  vaccine  from  the  County  Health  Department  enabled  protection  to  be  offered 
also  to  district  nurses,  health  visitors,  home  helps,  ambulancemen  and  other 
County  health  workers  in  the  District,  with  good  results. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy 
for  their  close  cooperation  throughout  the  3rear  and  for  their  contribution  to 
this  Report.  My  thanks  are  also  expressed  to  the  other  officers  of  the  Council 
and  Councillors  for  their  continued  courtesy  and  support,  and  particularly  to 
my  secretary,  Mrs.  M.A.  Paton,for  the  entire  assembly  of  this  Report. 

I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  E„  CLARE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30245953 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 
Population  (raid-year  1969)  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  »»• 
Rateable  Value  ... 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 


57,175 

11 ,010 

3,439 
£295,715 
£1,200.19-  9d. 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS^ _ 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 


BIRTHS 

~  UVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Ille-gitinate 

Totals 


M  F  Total 
82  72  154 

vhihTd 


Wells  R.D.C. 
Recorded  Corrected 


U.  J St.lpl 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14-6  15.3 

(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor  1  ,05) 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  birth  rate  to  national  rate  .94 
ILLEGITBATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
(per  cent  of  total  live  births 


Somerset  England  & 
Wales 

(Provisional) 

8,337 

581 

PTE  797,542 

1 6.8  16.3 

(Corrected) 


4.0 


7-0 


8.0 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


1 


9,555 

1,107 


1 _ 1  2 

Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still 

births 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

STILL  BIRTHS  88  75  1 63 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS 
(all  ages)*”1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 


12.0 


82  96  1 78 


16.2 


8.6 


113 

12.5 

9,031 

7,487 

10.8 


13.0 

808,204 

579,463 


(Area  Deaths  Conparability  Factor  .53)  (Corrected) 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  death  rate  to  national  rate  .72 


11.9 


INFANT  DEATHS 
(under  1  year] 


Legitimate 

-  1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

Totals 

-  1 

1 

140 

Under  4  weeks) 

Legitimate 

-  1 

1 

Illegitimate 

• 

- 

Totals 

-  '  1 

1 

12,6% 

1.70T 


8 ,4% 
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m  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1  9^9  (Contd) 


INFANT  DEATHS 

Wells  R.D.C. 

Somerset 

England  &  Wales 

(under  1  week)  M  F  Total  Heoorded  Corrected 

(Provisional) 

Legitiraato  1  1 

7,266 

Illegitimate  - 

.9,66 

Totals  -  1  1 

89 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  Infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
Total  Live  Births  , «, « • « . .  0 .  «  c 

6.0 

1 6.0 

18.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 

1 ,000  Legitimate  lave  Births 

6.0 

15.0 

17.0 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 

1 ,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 

NIL 

24.0 

25.0 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

6.0 

12.0 

12.0 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1 ,000 

total  live  births) 

6.0 

10.0 

10.0 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1 

week 

combined  per  1 ,000  live  and 
still  births)  ........ • « 

.  18.0 

22.0 

23.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including 

abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ............. 

.  NIL 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  & 
still  births. 

NIL 

0.11 

•*  ;• 


T* 


CERTAIN  VI UAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FIVE-YEAR  PERIOD  1963-I  969 
WITH  COMPARATIVE  FICURES  FOR  SOMERSET  AND  ENGLAND  &  WALES 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1* 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Wells  RbDcCo 

1 6.6 

14.91 

15.0 

14.7 

15.3 

Somerset 

1 6.76 

1 7.86 

17.7 

16.9 

16.8 

England  &  Wales 

18.0 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

16.3 

2. 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

Wells  R0D.C0 

8.75 

8.73 

8.26 

10.6 

8.6 

Somerset 

1 0.1 8 

10.37 

10.1 

10,9 

10.8 

England  &  Wales 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

11.9 

3. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wolls  R0D.C0 

23.1 

25.64 

23.0 

6.4 

6,0 

Somerset 

10.75 

15.12 

14.0 

15.6 

1 6.0 

England  &  Wales 

19.0 

19.0 

18.3 

18.0 

18.0 

NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

Disease 


(3  year  period  1 96 3-1  969) 


Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  -  Non  Respiratory 
Whooping  Cough 


TOTALS 


1 963  1966 

1 


Total  Cases  Notified 

12£L 


76 

3 

2 


33 

1 

2 

3 


207 


35 


1 

12 

13 


82 


39 


1 

2 


210 


5 

60 


26 


5- 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969 
(As  p: iven  by  the  Registrar-General) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  Sex  Total  Under  4  wks  &  Age  in  Years 

all  4  wks  under  1  — — - — * — - — — — — - - 

Ages  year  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75 

up 


Syphilis  &  Its 

M 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Soqualae 

F 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  & 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

Parasitic  Diseases 

F 

1 

m mm 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

1 

— 

— 

•• 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

-Bucal  Cavity  etc. 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

■  ■» 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

3 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

-Intestine 

F 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

3 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

2 

— 

-Lung,  Bronchus 

F 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-Breast 

F 

3 

— 

- 

mm0 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Other  Malignant 

M 

2 

w 

- 

2 

— 

Neoplasms 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

F 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•mm 

- 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

2 

mm 

mm 

— 

-* 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

mm 

Nervous  System  etc. 

F 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

M 

1 

— 

mm 

1 

Heart  Disease 

F 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Hypertensive 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rnm 

— 

mm 

1 

Disease 

F 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Ischaemic  Heart 

M 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

8 

9 

Disease 

F 

27 

— 

— 

6 

21 

Other  Forms  of 

M 

5 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Heart  Disease 

F 

9 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

7 

Cerebrovascular 

M 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

6 

Disease 

F 

11 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

5 

mm 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Circulatory  System 

F 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Influenza 

M 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

5 

mm 

mm 

— 

— 

mm 

1 

— 

1 

3 

F 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

10 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

3 

mm 

mm 

2 

1 

Emphysema 

F 

2 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

mm 

/Cont *d 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  Sex 


Other  Diseases  of  M 

Respiratory  System  E 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Digestive  System  E 

Nephritis  &  M 

Nephrosis  E 

Hyperplasia  of 
Prostate  H 

Other  Diseases,  M 

G-enit o-Ur inary  System  E 

Diseases  of  Musculo-  M 

Skeletal  System  F 

•  Birth  Injury, Difficult  M 

Labour  etc*  E 

Symptoms  A  Ill-Defined  M 

Conditions  E 

Motor  Vehicle  M 

Accidents  E 

All  Other  Aocidents  M 

E 

Suicide  and  Self-  M 

Inflicted  Injuries  E 

All  Other  External  M 

Causes  E 


Total  Unde i  4  v/ks  & 
all  4  v/ks  under  1 
Ages  year 


Ago  in  Years 


1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75  <* 

up 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1  1 

1 

2 


1 

2 


2 

3 

3 

5 


----121-  1 


2 


1 


1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


M 

E 


82 

96 


1  - 


1 

1 


5 

2 


14  22 

9  16 


40 

65 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

A  visit  was  paid  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  Unit  to  the  Union  St*  Car  Park  on 
11th  August,  1969.  This  was  arranged  as  a  result  of  negotiations  carried  out  for  the 
resumption  of  visits  in  order  to  assess  whethor  or  no  public  attendance  on  this  occasion 
justified  the  inclusion  of  the  Wells  area  in  the  1970—71  circuit* 


Numbers  examined 
Abnormalities  detected 


Male 

1 64 
2 


Female 


Total 


153 


317 

2 


DETAILS  OF  ABNORilALITIES  DETECTED 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  1 

Spontaneous  Pneumothorax  1 


7- 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1 96 2 

(Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  snail  for  much  significance 
to  be  attached  to  then,  nevertheless  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made.; 

Peculation 

An  estimated  fall  of  50  in  the  mid-year  hone  population  was  made  by  the 
Registrar-General •  Deaths  exceeded  births  again,  largely  due  to  the  elderly 
element  in  the  Mendip  Hospital  population,  but  this  year  by  only  17. 

Births 

Live  Births  increased  by  6  over  the  1968  figure,  with  a  corresponding  rise 
in  the  birth  rate  which,  however,  remained  below  the  County  and  National  xi^areo. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  remained  the  same  (7)  and  the  Illegitimate 
Live  Birth  Rate  was  only  half  the  rate  of  England  &  Wales. 

Still  Births  rose  to  2  this  year  but  the  Still  Birth  Rate  was  slightly 
less  than  the  County  &  National  rates. 

Deaths 

jm  Agn.q  fell  by  28  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  the  Corrected  Death 
Rate  was  appreciably  better  than  the  County  &  National  rates. 

Infant  Mortality  -  there  was  only  1  infant  death  again,  and  this  was  in  the 
fir s+-  rvP  ~i  -i -Pp ~ ~  so  that  the  various  infant  mortality  rates  were  about  half 

the  County  &  National  figures. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  this  was  again  nil. 

Causes  of  Death 

Cardiovascular,  Cerebrovascular  and  Other  Diseases ,  of.  t]ie  Ciyulatory  System 
together  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  the  District  (99) >  tut  with  1 i 
less  than  in  1968.  Of  these,  Diseases  of  the  Heart  accounted  for  68  deaths, 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  for  22,  and  Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  xor 

9. 

Respiratory  Diseases  again  followed,  with  32  deatns,  9  less  than  in  the 
previous  yearT  Of  these,  22  deaths  were  caused  by  Pneumonia,  the  majority  (17) 
occurring  in  elderly  women. 

Cancer  deaths  fell  to  16  from  39  in  the  previous  year,  and  as  regards  site, 
the  greatest  number  (5)  occurred  in  the  intestine. 

Accidents  rose  to  8  deaths,  3  more  than  in  1968,  but  only  2  of  these  involved 
a  motor  vehicle. 

Suicide  and  Se If-jnflicted  Injuries,  accounted  for  5  deaths,  all  in  males. 

NOTES  ON  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  year  was  the  occurrence  of  a  sharp  outbreak  of 
infective  jaundice  (ll  cases)  in  a  small  village  in  the  southern  half  of  the; 
district  and  largely  centring  around  the  children  of  the  village  school. 
Unfortunately  no  notice  of  the  outbreak  was  given  until  the  death  of  a  school^ 
child,  but  following  this  precautionary  moasures  were  immediately  instituted  in 
liaison  with  the  school  authorities,  and  the  families  affected  and  the  families 
of  all  children  absent  from  school  were  assiduously  visited  by  the  Deputy  Public 
Health  Inspector,  to  trace  contacts,  and  the  School  Nurse, 

Thanks  to  prompt  action  by  the  Deputy  County  M.O.H.,  a  supply  of  gammaglobulin 
was  obtained  with  which  it  was  possible  to  inoculate  all  children  at  the  school 

-8- 
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who  had  not  had  the  infection,  the  school  staff,  five  children  who  had  transferred 
to  other  schools  and  the  ambulancemen  who  took  the  deceased  child  into  hospital  - 
the  response  was  *100%.  Subsequent  "Ictotests"  in  the  school  were  negative  for 
jaundice,  and  none  of  the  persons  given  gammaglobulin  developed  the  disease, 
though  4  further  mild  cases  occurred  in  the  village  who  could  be  traced  as 
contacts* 


A  solitary  case  of  infectivo  jaundice  occurred  in  another  village,  far 
removed  from  the  first,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  but  no  contact  history  with 
the  original  cases  could  be  elicited,  and  there  was  no  spread. 

AFiiUAL  RgKffiN  OF  FOOD  POISONING-  &  HUMAN  SAIKONELLA 

INFECTIONS 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  by  Salmonella  typhinurium  and  one  case  of 
Salmonella  virchow  infection  were  investigated  during  the  year,  botli  being 
contracted  outside  the  district,  the  former  in  Finland  and  the  latter  in  London. 
Precautionary  measures  were  instigated  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  these 
illnesses. 


Mine  Aid) 


Following  a  report  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  of  brucellosis  infection 
in  a  small  dairy  herd  in  the  district,  a  visit  to  the  farm  revealed  that  only 
a  few  gallons  of  raw  milk  was  retailed  to  callers  in  the  summer  months,  the  bulk 
going  for  pasteurisation.  The  farmer  agreed  to  give  up  this  small  retail  trade 
of  raw  milk  so  that  a  formal  heat  treatment  notice  was  not  required. 


This  was  also  the  case  in  an  instance  reported  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  another  dairy  herd. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SEC. 47)  &  AMENDMENT  ACT_,  1951 


The  elderly  crippled  lady  reported  on  under  this  section  last  year 
continued  to  be  accommodated  at  G-reenhill  House,  Cheddar,  throughout  1  9^9  under 
excellent  conditions,  but  as  she  refused  to  stay  there  voluntarily  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself  to  apply  to  the 
Courts  every  three  months  for  a  renewal  of  the  Order  made  on  21st  October,  1 9^8. 

No  other  cases  occurred  requiring  attention. 


-9- 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


As  no  new  schemes  were  completed  or  commenced  during  the  year  the  villages 
with  efficient  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  are  as  follows 


Wookey 

Walton 

Meare  (central  part  of  village  only) 

Easton  )  _  .  ,  , 

~r  ,,  ,  ...  <  Joint  scheme 

Westbury-sub-Mendip  ) 

Rodney  Stoke  ) 

Draycott  ) 

Butleigh  ) 

Butleigh  Wootton  )  Joint  scheme 

Baltonsborough  ) 


Joint  scheme 


Many  owners  of  property  in  the  villages  of  Butleigh,  Butleigh  Wootton  and 
Baltonsborough  arranged  for  the  drainage  systems  used  in  connection  with  their 
premises  to  discharge  into  public  sewers.  In  addition,  the  drainage  systems 
of  all  new  houses  erected  in  these  villages  have  been  connected  to  the  public 
sewer.  Because  of  the  reduction  in  the  volume  of  crude  sewage  discharged  the 
need  for  the  cleansing  of  ditches  in  the  village  mentioned  has  been  reduced. 


Little  progress  was  made  with  the  Coxley  and  Wookey  Hole  schemes  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  in  1968  for  reasons  beyond  the  control  of  the  Council,  Work 
of  preparation  however,  continues  on  the  Wookey  scheme.  This  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  shortly. 


A  letter  received  from  Somerset  River  Authority  caused  the  Council  to 
consider  in  March  1 969  whether  the  order  of  priority  of  schemes  which  they 
intended  to  carry  out  should  be  altered.  The  Somerset  River  Authority 
indicated  that  they  were  concerned  with  the  pollution  problem  in  West  Pennard 
and  Splotts  Moor  area  and  some  farmers  who  contributed  to  the  pollution  had 
appealed  against  the  consent  standards  which  had  been  proposed  for  their 
effluent  discharges.  The  farmers  had  argued  that  the  domestic  sewage  from 
West  Pennard  ran  untreated  to  the  principal  cattle  watering  stream,  the  Ten 
Root  Rhyne,  Following  the  Ministry  investigation  of  the  Coxley  scheme  the 
River  Authority  had  made  a  further  inspection  of  the  unscwered  parishes  to 
assess  their  priorities  for  sewage  treatment  in  relation  to  river  pollution, 
and  in  order  of  priority  this  was 


Group  1 , 
Group  2, 

Group  3® 
Group  4, 


West  Pennard, 

Yarley,  Henton  and  Bleadney,  North  Wootton,  Meare-Oxenpill 
and  West hay,  Wookey  Hole  and  area. 

West  Horrington, 

Dulcote,  Dinder  and  East  Horrington, 


As  a  consequence  of  this  approach  the  Council  decided  that  the  programme 
defined  below  should  continue  - 

Coxley 

Wookey  Hole  and  adjacent  areas 

Wookey  (Extension  to  include  Yarley,  Henton  and  Bleadney) 

Meare  (Extension  to  include  Oxenpill  and  Westhay) 

Chewton  Mondip 
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East  and  West  Horrington 

West  Pennard 

Dinder 

Dulcote 

North  Wootton 

but  after  the  Coxley,  Wookey  Hole  and  Wookey  Schemes  work  should  proceed  on 
schemes  for  Meare  Extension  and  West  Pennard. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  villages  supplied  by  the  statutory  undertakers,  Bristol  Waterworks 
Co.  were  adequately  served  with  water  of  satisfactory  quality  and  in 
quantity  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Moreover,  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Company  to  consumers  in  the  Council1 s  district  is  not  plumbo  solvent. 


MAINS.  LAID,  BY  BRISTOL  JvA'TERW'ORKS  COMPANY 
IN  WELLS  R.DoC o  ARM  DURING-  THE  PAST  YEAR, 


Size  of  Main 

Length  of  Main  -  In  Yards 

3" 

V 

6” 

TOTAL 

Tappings  Mains 

2,169 

986 

1 ,682 

4,837 
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CHEHICAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER  FROM 


OT 


Source 

Total 

Solids 

Chloride 

Nitrate 

Honeyhurst 

350 

19 

3.6 

Priddy 

235 

14 

2.5 

Slab house 

296 

14 

0.84 

Southtown 

463 

23 

0.79 

Stoke  Bottom  250-330 

— 

— 

West  Compton  477 

19 

2.3 

• 

S3 

O 

'd 

2 

<D 

• 

3 

rO  O 
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< 
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0  f-» 
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M 
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• 

a 

-P 
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c  ® 
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6 

§  c3 

<D  CO 

•H  W 

p 

-P 

r— 1  C3 

,£> 

•H 

0$ 

H 

rS 

CQ 

<4 

O 

NIL 

0.003 

0.003 

0.08 

NIL 

0.004 

0.003 

0.07 

NIL 

0.026 

0.005 

0.10 

NIL 

0.006 

0.006 

0.11 

- 

— 

— 

0.08-0 

NIL 

0.006 

0.006 

0.10 

80 


SOURCES  WITHIN  TOLLS  R.D.C.  AREA 
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Ui 

254 

51 

264 

7.3 

23 

6 

1.1 

5 

- 

NIL 

200 

180 

20 

183 

7.4 

12 

6 

1.7 

6 

— 

NIL 

224 

194 

30 

225 

7.6 

27 

15 

3.2 

8 

0.55 

0.80 

3^2 

305 

57 

305 

7.1 

84 

19 

2.8 

12 

- 

0.24 

1 96-256 

— 

407 

292 

115 

364 

7.4 

47 

9 

3.0 

8 

— 

0.05 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Year  1  969 


Raw  Waters 

No.  of  Samples 
Examined 

Average  No. 
Faecal  Coliforms 
Per  100  ml 

Average  No.  of 
Non-Faecal  Coliforms 
Per  100  ml 

Colonies  on 
Agar 

2  Days  @  37°C 

West  Compton 

26 

16 

17 

26 

Priddy 

24 

1 

1 

5 

Honeyhurst 

24 

24 

28 

29 

Cheddar 

24 

58 

98 

46 

Stoke  Bottom 

48 

3,575 

6,740 

524 

Treated 

Waters 

No.  of  Samples 
Examined 

No.  Free  from 
Faecal  Coliforms 

No.  Free  from 
Non-Faecal  Coliforms 

% 

Satisfactory 

West  Compton 

26 

25 

25 

9  6 

Priddy 

24 

24 

24 

100 

Honeyhurst 

24 

24 

24 

100 

Cheddar 

29 

29 

29 

100 

Slabhouse 

23 

23 

23 

100 

Stoke  Bottom 

24 

24 

24 

100 

Southtown 

• 

26 

26 

26 

100 

Distribution 

System 

1 

i 

126 

126 

126 

100 

Remarks  Unsatisfactory-  sample  dur  to  chlorination  failure  at  West  Compton. 
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NOTES  ON  WATER  _S  UFP  LI ES  TO  INDIVIDUAL  VILLAGES 


BALTQNSBOROUG-H 

Each  inhabited  house  has  a  supply  laid  on. 

DUTLEIG-H 

Y5&  houses  are  supplied  with  main  water  and  a  few  of  the  outlying  properties 
rely  on  wells. 

CHEWTON  MENDIP 

Host  of  the  180  houses  in  this  village  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Waldegrave  Estate  Conqpany’s  private  supply.  A  few  properties,  because  of  their 
situation,  rely  on  wells  or  rain  water  storage. 

OUT  ST.  CTOffSEgr 

East  and  YTest  Horrington  -  89  houses  out  of  138  have  a  piped  supply  and  the 
remainder  are  supplied  from  standpipes. 

Coxley  -  approximately  156  out  of  208  are  supplied  with  water  on  tap  and  the 
only  suppliers  now  are  the  statutory  undertakers  since  a  new  main  was  laid 
for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Coxley  Wick. 

Burcott  -  few  houses  but  mainly  relying  on  wells. 

Easton  -  this  village  has  a  main  water  supply.  8l  of  the  108  houses  are 
connected  to  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains  and  24  rely  on  standpipes. 

Wookey  Hole,  Elm  Close  and  Haybridge  -  these  groups  of  houses  are  supplied 
by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

Dulcote  -  some  46  houses  of  which  33  have  a  piped  supply  derived  from  a 
small  private  water  system  installed  many  years  ago.  The  quality  and  quantity 
of  this  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Chilcote,  Worminster,  Milton  and  Walcombe  -  these  small  groups  of  houses 
have  piped  supplies  from  various  sources  and  their  needs  appear  to  have  been 
met. 

DINDER 

55  out  of  63  houses  have  piped,  supplies  from  the  Dinder  Estate  Supply. 

This  water  is  derived  from  springs  which  rise  near  Masbury  Ring.  The 
remainder  of  the  houses  are  not  within  reach  of  the  mains  and  have  to  rely  on 
wells,  etc.  for  their  water.  The  Dinder  Estate  Supply  is  adequate  in  quantity 
for  the  needs  of  the  village  and  the  quality  has  been  maintained,  by  chlorinatione 

GODNEY 

55  out  of  76  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  mains  of  the  statutory 
undertakers.  The  remainder  of  the  houses  have  to  rely  on  private  supplies 
as  they  are  not  in  compact  groups  or  within  easy  reach  of  the  trunk  main. 

MEARE 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  supply  this  village .  217  out  of  299  houses 

have  piped  water  and  approximately  30  others  are  served  by  standpipe. 
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NORTH  WOOTTON 


78  out  of  92  houses  have  piped  water  of  good  quality  and  unlimited  quantity. 
The  village  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

PRIDDY 

i — tk  m  iw  ^  ■ 

64  out  of  the  101  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  majority  of  this 
number  are  supplied  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains  but  there 
aro  still  a  few  obtaining  water  from  agricultural  systems  installed  by  the 
Church  Commissioners. 

ROM  .STOKE 

There  are  284  houses  in  this  parish  and  299  are  supplied  by  the  Bristol 
Waterworks  Company. 

SjiARPHAJA 

10  houses  out  of  30  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  are  not  within 
easy  reach  of  the  main  and  have  to  haul  water  from  one  of  two  standpipes 
which  have  been  provided. 

WAIflON 

There  are  219  houses,  and  all  except  the  outlying  ones  now  have  water 
on  tap.  The  total  number  of  houses  with  piped  water  is  192. 

WES  TDURY  ~S  UB-MEN  DIP 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  this  parish  is  224  and  200  have  main  water. 

WEST  PENH  ARB 

188  out  of  206  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  have  standpipes 
within  easy  reach  or  rely  on  private  supplies. 

W00KEY 

*  --a 1 

A  rather  scattered  parish  comprising  Wookey,  Worth,  Yarley,  Henton  and 
Bleadney.  There  are  345  houses  in  this  village  and  256  have  piped  water 
from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains, 

THE  MENDIP  HOSPITAL 

Tliis  large  hospital  which  houses  over  1,000  patients  and  staff  has  its  own 
water  supply.  The  main  source  is  two  boreholes  situated  between  Bristol 
Road  and  Watchet’s  Springs  which  provides  the  wator  for  East  and  West 
Iiorrington.  These  boreholes  arc  in  the  old  red  sandstone  formation,  and 
yield  sufficient  water  for  the  very  large  demands  of  this  hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  to  provide 
a  supply  in  an  emergency. 
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INSPECTIONS 

Tho  foU.cn.dng  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year:- 


Infe  ct  ious_  Dasea  scsjb^  •  •  •  ©  ©  ©  •  o  o  .  « ©  *  ©  ©  ©  «  . 

Disj-nf bctjmts  -  supplied  by  the  Council . ©  0  0 © 

Visits  connected  with  Suspected  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Nuisances  -  arising  from  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul 
accumulations ,  etc*  • • •  • • •  ©  ©  ©  •  •  • 

Drainage  Works . .  © .  ©  © . .  .  © .  .  © .  .  ©  © 

Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  County  Lab. 

1  or  chemical  analysis  .  ©  o  o  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  o  o 


Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  P©H©  Lab 
for  bacteriological  examination 


o 

o  o  c 


P e tr o leum  Acts  -  premises  licensed  under  Petroleum  Acts 

for  the  storage  of  petrol  .  .©  Co® 

Visits  -  re  water  supplies  .eo  .©©  ...  ©©©  ©.© 

Eakehouse s  (l ) ,  S laught erhouses  (4),  inspected  .©. 

Public  Schools  -  inspected  .  ©©  . ..  .©©  .  ©.  ©©© 

Dairies.  “  visits  to  .  ©  ©  . « *  •  o  o  ®  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  0©© 

Visits  -  re  food  inspection  . .  .©  60.  ©.©  ©©© 

Other  inspections  -  under  Housing  acts  ©  © •  © • »  « © . 

Visits  -  re  refuse  collection  e  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

Inspections  -  loo  cream  premises  ©..  ••© 

*-r»-  m  w  9  m  m  m  m  -*■ 


OOO 


Caravans 


•  06  600  tO*  ©  •  O 


•  •  o 

•  00 

•  ©  © 

000 

©00 


«...  NIL 
...  NIL 

.©.  NIL 

...  72 

. © •  276 


•  e  ©  ©  ©  © 


•  60  •  o  • 


•  OO  060 


OOO  OOO 


0  6  0  ©  0  © 


000  OOO 


000  00© 


•  60  OOO 


6  0  0  OOO 


O  ©  C  6  ©  6 


•  60  •  O  © 


too  OOO 


5 

23 

51 
49 
61 
19 
23 

219 

137 

64 

52 

69 


ICE  CREAM 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 


NIL 

59 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

An  application  for  renewal  of  the  licence  for  tho  twelve  months  ending  on 
31 st  December  1 9^9  ^as  received  from  the  operator  of  tho  only  slaughterhouse  in 
the  district.  The  Council,  on  being  satisfied  that  the  premises  had  been  inspected 
and  complied  in  all  respects  with  the  structural  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene)  Regulations,  agreed  to  renew  the  licence  in  question. 

The  premises  are  used  as  hitherto  several  times  a  week  for  the  preparation  of 
meat  for  the  family  butchering  business  carried  on  from  a  retail  shop  adjoining  the 
s laughterhous  e . 


All  the  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  in  compliance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  1  9^3  and  full  details  will  be  found  in  the  schedule  attached  hereto© 

Again  it  can  be  stated  that  there  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in 

the  rural  district. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  system  of  collecting  refuse  fortnightly  on  a  contract  basis  continues. 
The  Contractor  is  required  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  to  provide  a  properly 
covered  vehicle  and  all  personnel  necessary  for  ensuring  that  refuse  will  be 
removed  from  all  promises  in  the  district  without  nuisance  or  offence. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  tipping  in  a  remote  quarry  where  ample  material  is 
available  for  covering  at  reasonable  cost0  All  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
serious  pest  infestation  by  regular  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  quarry  and 
surroundings. 

Regardless  of  the  facilities  provided,  indiscriminate  depositing  of  litter 
occurs  particularly  in  the  holiday  season  at  picnic  places,  highway  verges  and 
main  road  laybys.  Fortunately  the  thoughtlessness  of  the  public  in  this 
respect  has  not  caused  much  expense  in  clearing  and  renoving  the  litter  referred 
to. 

The  procedure  laid  down  in  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  was  followed  and  on 
several  occasions  vehicles  abandoned  in  the  open  air  were  removed  for  disposal. 

Occupiers  of  houses  in  those  villages  without  public  sewerage  systems 
are  entitled  to  have  cesspools  emptied  free  of  charge  once  jjer  annum.  This  is 
also  true  in  cases  where  it  is  not  practicable  to  connect  house  drainage  s27'steras 
to  public  sewers  because  of  distance  or  situation.  This  service,  possibly 
because  it  is  becoming  better  known,  is  now  in  greater  demand. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  comparatively  few  food  premises  in  the  district,  i,e0  those  in 
which  food  is  stored,  prepared,  served  and  sold.  All  were,  however,  inspected 
during  the  year  and  small  defects  discovered  remedied  on  service  of  informal 
notice. 

A  small  quantity  of  food,  mainly  canned,  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

No  cases  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1 955  occurred  during 
the  period  under  review. 
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DISTRIBUTION  AND  SALE  OF  4 ILK 

Seven  distributors  of  milk  operate  from  premises  within  the  Nells  Rural 
District  Council’s  area*  The  quality  of  the  milk  distributed  in  the  area  as 
revealed  by  samples  submitted  to  the  appropriate  tests  was  satisfactory. 

The  Somerset  County  Council  issues  licences  to  all  dealers  of  designated 
milk  under  the  I.iilk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1  9&0  with  the  exception 
of  certain  producer  retailers  covered  by  the  County  Agricultural  Committee, 

Two  cases  of  Brucella  Abortus  were  notified  and  in  both  instances  the 
farmers  concerned  gave  assurances  regarding  isolation  of  animals  and  disposal 
of  milk.  In  view  of  the  cooperation  received  and  being  satisfied  that  there 
was  no  danger  to  public  healthy  Notices  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959  wore  unnecessary. 

FACTORIES,  ACT,.  1 

INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(i) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1 ,2,3,4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

39 

20 

NIL 

NIL 

(iii)  Other  premises 
enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

7 

7 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL 

48 

29 

NIL 

NIL 

DEFECTS,  Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  in  one  instance  - 
remedied  on  informal  action. 

OUTWORKERS  There  are  18  Outworkers  in  the  District  (concerned  with 
wearing  apparel) . 
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_3gSEASES_  OF  ANBIAIS  (WASTE.  POOD). JJjH 

No  applications  for  licences  to  operate  plant  and  equipment  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1 957  were  received 
during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  licences  current  at  the  end  of  1 9^9  was  four.  All 
promises  to  which  the  Order  applies  were  visited  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
In  all  cases  the  waste  food  treated  is  fed  to  pigs  kept  on  the  premises. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  in  respect  of  any  of  the  premises  referred  to. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  aCT,  1936 


No  formal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

r  >*■  ■  —i  W  M  »  m.  rmr  1 1  ■  t 

Period  -1st  January''  -  31st  December,  1  9&9 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  Killed 

89 

— 

— 

440 

139 

— 

Number  Inspected 

89 

— 

— 

440 

139 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

.  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

2 

— 

.Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

10.11# 

NIL 

NIL 

0.68# 

•uws 

— 

Tuberculosis  oriv 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

•» 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Cyst ice rc  o  s i s 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  Totally 

Condemned 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Weight  of  Meat  condemned 

(in  lbs.)  for:- 
(a)  Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Other 

90 

NIL 

NIL 

50 

4 

NIL 

(c)  Cysticercosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total  (in  lbs.) condemned 

90 

1  NIL 

NIL 

50 

1 
_ |i 

NIL 
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